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Lazarists

Lawson, Cecil Gordon (1851-82), Eng-
lish landscape painter. Paintings by him are
in the Manchester, Liverpool, and Tate Gal-
leries.

Lawson, John (?-i7i2), American his-
torian, was born in Scotland, and sailed to
America from Cowes, England, landing at
Charleston, S. C., in 1700. He travelled exten-
sively among the Indians of North and South
Carolina, and became surveyor general of the
former colony, serving for 12 years.

Lawson, Thomas William (1855-1925),
American financier, was born in Charlestown,
Mass. He received a public school education
and began business as a banker and broker ' i
1870, and, while residing in Boston, took an
active part in New York financial affairs, also
acquiring a large fortune. He became a fre-
quent contributor to periodicals, and published
Frenzied Finance (1905), Friday the Thir-
teenth (1907), High Cost of Living (1913).

Lawsonia, a genus of plants belonging to
the order Lythraceae, containing only one spe-
cies, L. alba, the henna plant. This is a trop-
ical shrub, from whose fragrant white flowers
is prepared the alhenna used in Arabia and
other Eastern countries for coloring the nails,
finger tips and other parts of the hand, impart-
ing to them a reddish orange shade.

Lawyer, the popular term for a member of
the legal profession. Specifically a lawyer is
a person who has been trained in, the principles
and practice of the law of the land and li-
censed by the state or under its authority to
conduct legal proceedings for others. Every
developed system of law calls for a body of
trained experts to administer it and to ad-
vise others as to their rights and duties there-
under, who, owing to their association with
each other in the conduct of legal business and
their common relation to the courts, tend to
become an exclusive profession, admission to
which is guarded and regulated by themselves.

In the United States there is some diversity
of opinion as to whether the regulation of ad-
missions to the bar is a function of the courts
or the legislature, but in practice the matter is
usually left to the courts, subject to general
legislative control. In the United States all
members of the legal profession, however spe-
cialized their work (as trial lawyers, office law-
yers, patent lawyers, etc.) are of equal dig-
nity and entitled by law to practise in the
same courts.

Layamon (fi. 1200), author of Brut, a
poetical paraphrase of Wace's chronicle, Brut
d'Angleterre (1155), with additions of his

own. Layamon's Brut exists in two MSS., both
in the British Museum.
Layard, Sir Austen Henry (1817-94),
English traveller and archaeologist, was born
in Paris. He was impressed by the ruin-mounds
of Nimrud, at Nineveh, and began excavations
(1845). In that and the two following years
he made many discoveries, finding traces of
four distinct palaces, and unearthing the colos-
sal human-headed bulls now in the British
Museum, and numerous bas-reliefs and cunei-
form inscriptions. He was under-secretary for
foreign affairs (1852 and 1861-66), chief com-
missioner of works (1868-9), ambassador st
Madrid (1869-77), and ambassador at Con-
stantinople (1877-80).
Layering, a method of plant propagation
by which a part of the plant is bent down and
covered with soil, so that it may emit roots
before being separated from the parent plant.
Laying On of Hands, a religious rite both
Christian and Jewish. In the Old Testament
it was used in connection with the burnt offer-
ing, the peace offering, the sin offering, the
setting apart of priests and the punishment of
idolatry. In all these cases it meant the mark-
ing out of a special destiny for a certain ob-
ject, or else the transmission of an office, a sin,
or a blessing.
In the New Testament Christ often per-
formed his blessings and his miracles of heal-
ing by the laying on of hands, which is merely
symbolic of the will to heal. In the Roman
Catholic and the Protestant Episcopal Church-
es, for confirmation and ordination, and in
various other Protestant bodies, for ordina-
tion, the custom of the laying on of hands has
been retained.
Lay Reader, a layman whose office it is to
read all lessons in church, including even the
gospel. Lay readers are allowed, under certain
circumstances, to read the prayers, and to
preach, and otherwise to perform all ministeri-
al functions which are not peculiar to those
who have received holy orders.
Lazaretto (from lazar, 'a leper'), a word
used in two distinct senses, (i.) A hospital for
sick poor, especially lepers. (2.) A place fot
the performance of quarantine.
Lazarists, or more correctly Congrega-
tion of the Priests of the Mission, a
Roman Catholic order of priests founded by
Saint Vincent de Paul in 1624. It was con-
firmed by a bull of Urban vm. in 1632 and in
that same year the house of St. Lazarus in
Paris was established. The main object of
the Lazarists was the teaching, care and relief